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35. — The Geological Evidences of the Antiquity of Man, with Remarks 
on Theories of the Origin of Species by Variation. By Sib 
Charles Ltell, F. R. S., Author of "Principles of Geology," 
" Elements of Geology," etc., etc. Illustrated by Woodcuts. Phila- 
delphia : George W. Childs. 1863. 8vo. pp.518. 

We have the promise of an article on this book in our next number. 
Our own habitual line of study by no means qualifies ifs to pass an 
ex cathedra judgment upon it. But we would bespeak for its reason- 
ings and conclusions a candor like that which the author manifests in 
his treatment of the Darwinian theory. Most of all would we depre- 
cate the prejudging of the questions at issue on theological or Biblical 
grounds. Revelation and its records rest on positive testimony, which 
physical science cannot set aside without negativing all established laws 
of evidence and of historical belief. That there should have been races 
of men on the earth ages before the opening of the present epoch of 
human history, is no more improbable in itself, and no more inconsist- 
ent with the sacred record, than that the Fauna and Flora of early 
geologic periods should have preceded the present races of animals and 
forms of vegetation. The very sciences and scientific discoveries 
which have been dreaded and denounced, each in its turn, as antagonis- 
tic to religious faith, have thus far only enlarged man's conceptions of 
the Creator, and furnished new and vivid illustrations of the great 
truths of the Christian revelation. 



36. — The Races of the Old World: a Manual of Ethnology. By 
Charles L. Brace, Author of " Hungary in '51," " Home-Life 
in Germany," " Norse-Folk," etc. New York : Charles Scribner. 
1863. 12mo. pp. 540. 

The main object of this book is not to maintain a theory, but to pre- 
sent a compend of the undoubted history of national derivations and 
changes. The author, however, starts with the theory of the unity of 
the human race, which he defends at the outset on linguistic grounds. 
The work throughout exhibits marks of the most careful research, and 
is to be especially commended as giving in every instance the grounds 
for conclusions opposite to its own. In the last chapter but one, Mr. 
Brace discusses the question of the antiquity of the race, and avows 
his belief in " the probability of a vast antiquity to human beings, and 
of the existence of the Fossil or Pre-Adamitic Man." In the last 
chapter he resumes the question of unity or diversity of origin as re- 
gards the present races of men, and advocates the former hypothesis, 
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mainly on grounds derived from ascertained facts as to the variation 
and degeneration of inferior animals. 



37. — 1. Evidence as to Man's Place in Nature. By Thomas H. 
Huxley, F. R. S., F. L. S., Professor of Natural History in the 
Jermyn Street School of Mines. New York : D. Appleton & Co. 
1863. 12mo. pp. 184. 

2. On the Origin of Species : or, The Causes of the Phenomena of 
Organic Nature. A Course of Lectures to Worhingmen. By 
Thomas H. Huxley, Professor of Natural History in the Jermyn 
Street School of Mines. New York : D. Appleton & Co. 1863. 
12mo. pp. 150. 

These books are popular exhibitions of the Darwinian theory. 
That this theory can ever be demonstrated is impossible ; for it is ad- 
mitted by its advocates, that the countless intermediate stages of 
development which it supposes have, most of them, left no discoverable 
vestiges. That it will remain the dominant belief of the scientific 
world seems to us improbable. But there is reason to think that it 
will be to a large extent and for some length of time adopted as a pro- 
visional hypothesis for the grouping of established facts and new 
discoveries in comparative anatomy. We would urge with regard to 
it the same considerations to which we have given expression as to 
the antiquity of man. It may at least express a portion of the truth. 
It may lead to the reduction of animated nature to a few primitive and 
ascertainable types ; and even were it pushed as far as is claimed by 
Darwin and Huxley, — were it to be admitted — which we heartily 
deprecate — with regard to the physical structure of the human 
being, — it cannot reach the realm of reason, conscience, and will, it 
cannot cast a ray of doubt on our Divine sonship and immortal birth- 
right on the spiritual side, nor can it falsify the charter of our heavenly 
citizenship in the revelation which bears the incontestable signature 
of the Almighty. 



ERRATUM. 

Page 71, lines 2 and 3 from bottom, for " George and William Wyndham, 
Thomas Grenville/ etc., read " George, William Wyndham, and Thomas Gren- 
ville," etc. 
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